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IN THE MIDST OF WARS:
An American’s Mission

io Southeast Asia

by Edward Geary Lansdale
Harper & Row, 386 pp., $12.50

Reviewed by Jonathan Mirsky

1 With the exception of the Pentagon)
Papers, Edward Geary Lansdale's
memoir could have been the most valu-
able eyewitness account of the inter
nationalizing of the Indochinese war,
Lansdale, a “legendary figure” even inf
his own boolk, furnished the model for
the Ugly American who, from 1950
through 1933, “helped” Magsaysay put
down the Huk revolution in the Philip-
pines. He then procecded to Victnamy
where, between 1934 and 1956, he stuck
close to Ngo Dinh Diem during Diem'’s
first shaky years when Washinglon
couldn’t make up its mind whom to
tap-as the American alternative to Ho
Chi Minh. Lansdale's support insured
Diem as the final choice for Qur Man
in Saigon. While the book's time span
is, therefore, relatively brief, the period
it covers in the Philippines and Viet.
nam is genuinely important,

There is only one difficulty with In
the Midst of Wars: from the cover to
the final page it is permeated with lies.
That Harper & Row finds it possible
1o foist such a package of untruths on
the public—and for $12.50!—scveral
months after the emergence of the
Pentagon Papers, and years after the
publication of other authoritative
studies, exhibits contempt for a public
trying (o understand the realities of
our engagement in Vietnam.

The lie on the jacket describes Lans-
dale mercly as an OSS veteran who
spent the years after World War 11 as a
“carecr officer in the U.S. Air Force.”
In the text Lansdale never offers any
explicit evidence to the contrary. In-
decd, on page 378—the last of the text—
he states that at the very timce Diem
was being murdered in Saigon, “I had
been retired from the Air Force.”

For all I know Lansdale drew his pay
from the Air Force and, as the photo-
graphs in his book attest, he certainly
wore its uniform. This is irrelevant.
Lansdale was for years a scnior opera-

Y tive of the Central Intelligence Agency;
on page 244 of the Department of De-
fense edition of the Pentagon Papers,

) Lansdale, two other men, and Allen
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Why is this important? B
there is one word Lansdalel
peatedly it is “help"—and h
personally, simulating a Lon
like urge to offer spontaneo
ance. Thus, the first day he
Diem, “. . . the thought oc
ine that perhaps he needed H
voiced this to Ambassador
Heath told me to go ahead.
formal atmosphere conting
I_ansdale, upon actually meet
immortalizes him as “the §
eldest of the seven dwarfs
vhat to do about Snow Whi
Further desires to serve infdrim Lans-
dalc's concern for the “nfasses of
people living in North Vietpam who
would want to .. . move out Yefore the
communists took over.” Thesq unfortu-
hates, too, required “help.” |Splitting
his “small team” of Americars in two,
Lanscdale saw to it that “Qne half,
under Major Conein, engaged ff)
befugee work in the North."
“Major” Lucien Conecin, wlo was to
lay the major role the CIA hdd in the
wrder of Diem in 1963, is idetified in
he secret CIA report includefl by the
'imes and Beacon cditions] of the
1, 1972)
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up] for
report
help” as
cal job:
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uses re-
uses it
Ranger-
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ever saw
urred to
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" The in-
s when
ng Diem,
lert and
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s an agent “assigned to MAA
gary Assistance Advisory Grg
over purposes.” The secre
fefers to Conein's refugee
ne of his “cover duties.” His
‘Iresponsibility for developing a para-
ilitary organization in the North, to
e in position when the Victmjnh took
ver . . . the group was to bd trained
nd supported by the U.S, as patriotic
ictnamese.” Conein's “helpfu}” teams
Iso attempted to sabotage |Hanoi's
lrrgest  printing  establishmgnt  and
meck the local bus company) At the
eginning of 1935, still in H4noi, the
IA’s Conein infiltrated mor¢ agents
ihto the North. They “becamd normal
itizens, carrying out everyday civil
ursuits, on the surface.” Agpression
om the Nortih, anyone?
Lansdale expresses particuljr pleas-
re with the refugee movefnent to
he South. These people “ought to be
rovided with a way of making a fresh
art in the free South, ,, . [Vlietnam]
'‘as going to need the vigorpus par-
cipation of every citizen to|make a
ccess of the noncommunist] part of
¢ ncw nation before the froposed
lebiscite was held in 1956.” Ransdale
odestly claims that he “passef along”
iflcas on how to wage psycHological
rarfare to “some nationalis{s.” The
entagon Papers, however, reyeal that
the CIA “enginecred a black|psywar
rike in Hanoi: leaflets signefl by the
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items about
broperty, money reform, and a three-
flay holiday of workers upon takeover.
[he day {ollowing the distribution of
hese leallets, recfugee registration
ripled.”

he refugees—Catholics, many of
whom had collaborated with the
French—were settled in the South, in
ommunities that, according to Lans.
ale, were designed to “sandsvich”
Fortherners and Southerners “in a
ultural melting pot that hopefully
Yould give each equal opportunity.”
Robert Scigliano, who at this time
as advising the CIA-infiltrated Michi-
dan State University team on how to
help” Diem, saw more than a melting
Hot:

ortherners, practically all of whom are
bfugees, [have] preempted many of the
hoice posts in the Diem government. . . .
[he] Diem regime has assumed the as-
pct of a carpet bag government in its
d¥sproportion -.of Northerners and Cen-
tfalists . .. and in its Catholicism. . . . The
Sputhern people do not seem to share the

iticommunist vehemence of their North.
't and Central compatriots, by whom
ey are sometimes referred to as un-
Pliable in the communist struggle, ..
Vhile] priests in the refugee villages hol(f
b formal government posts they are £en.
ally the real rulers of their villages and
rve as contacts with district and pro.
ncial officials.
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raham Greene, a devout Catholic,
pserved in 1955 after a visit to Viet.
pm, “It is Catholicism which has
Llped to ruin the government of My,
Jiem, for his genuine piety has been
kploited by his American advisers
ptil the Church is in danger of sharing
ke unpopularity of the United States.”
Wherever one turns in Lansdale the
ccounts are likely to be lies. He re.
brts how Filipinos, old comrades
om the anti-Huk wars, decided to
help” the struggling Free South. The
spontancity of this pan-Asian gesture
whrins the heart——until one learns from
Lhnsdale's own secret report to Presi-
dgnt Kennedy that here, too, the CIA
hd stage-managed the whole business,
The Eastern Construction Company
tyrns out to be a ClA-controlled
“tnechanism to permit the deployment
of Filipino personnecl in other Asian
cquntries for unconventional opera-
tipns. ... Philippine Armed Forces and
her governmental personncl were
‘sheep-dipped’ and sent abroad.”

“lsewhere Lansdale makes much of
Dlem's success against the various
ts, Cao Dai, IHoa Hao, and Binh
Xpyen. (At every step Diem was ad-
viped by Lansdale who, at one pathetic
mpment, even holds the weeping Chief
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